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larynx being employed for at least the greater number
of articulate sounds.

The vocal apparatus of the larynx is exceedingly
simple, its character being merely that of a membranous
reed-instrument, consisting of two elastic plates, stretched
so as to leave a narrow fissure between them, so that
when the current of air streams through the fissure they
are thrown into vibration.

Two circumstances, however, in spite of the simplicity
of this principle, tend to give a complex appearance to
the larynx. In the first place, we have to distinguish
in the larynx, as the term is generally understood,
two entirely separate parts, one of which (the lower)
is the true vocal organ, and the other (the upper) is
a neutral space, which is inserted between the vocal
apparatus and the pharynx, and can only be regarded as
an integral part of the larynx from being surrounded by
the same envelope as the vocal apparatus. The inter-
position of this neutral space (the superior cavity of the
larynx) removes the vocal apparatus to such a distance
.from the alimentary canal as to render any inconve-
nience or injury from the latter impossible. The second
of the above-mentioned circumstances is that the vocal
apparatus itself exhibits a certain amount of complica-
tion, the disposition of the membranous reeds, and the
mechanism by which they are adjusted for musical vibra-
tion, and, again, the further adaptation of this adjustment
for the creation of tones of various pitch, necessitating a
certain multiplication of accessory structures. In spite
of this, we must confess that the organization of the
larynx is wonderfully simple as compared with all it is
able to accomplish.

Our next step will be to examine the vocal apparatus
more closely.